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DNA Tests Cast Doubt

In Boston Strangler Case

FEvidence Could Exonerate Longtime Suspect

By Gy Gogiioerra
\Fashirygren Pnst Solf Frissr

A team of specialists asing modern DNA
analysis said yestenday it has fdund new evi-
deser that could exomerate Albert H, De-
Salvo, long belicved to have been the noto-
rious *Bostom Stremgles,” in the sander of
Jthe strmgers 110 awd ket wictim.

The tesm s2dd two DA samiples taken
drom the exhumed reming of Marg Sull-
van were not DeSalvo's, and it called on
Massachusetla authorities to check the
samples against semen taken from the
CriME SCENe Years ago,

« “This evidence gquite clearly indicates
that Albert DeSalvn was not the marderer,”
sald texm Jeader James B, Starre, a liwyer
and forensic scientist from George Wash-
ington University. “The ball is in the baili-
svick of Massschusetts and Boston an

dhoritles.”

. The fimdings of b Sbarra beaim ratae pew
doubts i the longrmumming controversy
awer 11 grisly, Jack the Ripper-like murders
committed by & serial killer who tetrorized
Hoston between Jume 1062 and Jan. 4,
1964, the date of Sulllvan’s death.

DeSalvo, & Boston hemdyman under in-
dictment for rape, confesged bo = crimes
in horrible detnil, bt physical evidence
aever coanected him to the crimes, He was
gt Lo prison o anrelated charges and wis
kifled by a fellow inmate in 1873, The mur-
der cases have remained open.

Sullivan's nephew Casey Sherman said ak
& news conferenee to aomomce the ean's
findings that the lamily believes Sullivan's
amurtberer “ia sUll gut there” The findings
“riake e feed vindicated,™ e sdded.

Sherman =aid mismatche] evidence in
other coses auggests if Alhert DeSalvo
didn't kill Mary Sullivam, then Albert De
Salvo didn't kill any af these women.”

Thee Massachusetts atbormey generals of-

fice s fpvestigators worklng on the Solli-

van case have been stymied becase the De-
S iyl mist prenicd e hlond sample
for DN aanlysis.

“There wan semwen recovered st the
crme geene and we presess o quantity af
it,” said Furt Schwesrtz, chiel of the eriminal
et af the the storney general's affice.
“Il we coubd compare the semen (o De
Salvo, it might tell usalat,”

Sallivan, 19, was nssanibed in her Boston
apartment and strangied with & stocking
anel Ewo scarves. She was the youngest and
last wictim sscribed to the killer branded by
Baston newspapers as “the phantom flend”
andl “the strangler.”

Police arrested DeSalvo in Movember
1954 and indicted him on 1 counts of sexo-
il assanlt vnrelated 8o the morders.

Belore trial, however, he told hiz ot
torney, B Lee Bailey, that be had killed the
11 strangler victimes aiud twi othees. He was
sentenced bo life inprisonment on the rape
charges,

Sherman, a producer for the CRSTY al-
filiate in Boston, ssid be became interested
i the cas= beenuse of his fanilv's donbis
ahoit DeSalva's giilt. He contactesd Starrs,
whr aasensbled a team of specialists o con
et a DNA investigation with the coopers-
i af the Sullivan and DeSalvo familiss

The team exhumed Sullivan's body from
the St. Francis Xavier Cametery in Hyae
iz, Mass., in October 2000, aad DeSalyo's
bachy in Chetealsesr of this vesr.
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Casey Shetman, rephevs of strangler victim
Mary Suifivan, said yesterday that ks fauily
beliwes the murdereris “still owt there,"™

Starrs said that the team requested a
copy of the original 1964 antopsy but that
Massachueedis  authorities, “who have
ahomewalled us from the sfart,” would st
give it to themn. Siarrs said Hhe tesm evertu-
ally obtnined a cogy from a journalise

Schwartz sadd his office refosed the me-
quiest bocsuge the Sullivan case i an open
levvestipation; “We b 2 single nterosl—
im sobving & orimee,” Schwarlz said, "They
tevwe been more Interested in doing their
oam investigation.”

Team member Michael M. Baden, 8 New
York-hised pothobogtat, explained thet in-
fornsstion from the 1964 autopsy clashied
with DeSzlvo's confossion in severzl impos-
tunt defails,

DSt gaie] he kiZed Sollivan in the late
afternoan, but the eorpse was in full rigor
meartis when the medical sxemdner got to i,
indicsting death bebore nsan.

[eBalve aakd ke stvangled Sullivan with
his bare hends, but the 1964 aubopsy
showed the strangler used clothing,

Bacen said the Starrs team fownd intact
srall korseshoe-shaped bone from above

o [ P
e evidemco could axanerabe Alhert H.
DeSalvn, pictured here minutes after his
capiure Feb, 25, 1067, in Sullivans slaying.

Sullivan's Adam's appée. Strangling by hand
uzsumlly damages or crushes the bone,

Remalng were sent to Goorpe Washing-
tos for DIMA analysis by geneticist David
Faran, who cxamimesd samphes taken from
Sultivan's hedr, Angernails, pubic hair and a
puaiir of Back panties she wore wien she was
burled.

Foran =aid he compared DNA frnm the
four sites kn specimens taken from Sollivn
and DeSabveo, and found two sespicioos
samples—irom the panties and from & se-
men:Eike film in the puble haln

Meither matched DeSshn, he sid, bt
the team conclwded that one of two eusgl-
cious zamples may bave beloagad to the
teal munderer; “Intuitively it seoms consis
tent ihat the [evidence] was coming from
her killles.”

Starrs said “where the samples come
from wecannot tell,” but be called on the at-
torney general’s office to tunn ower 118 se-
ien samples for comparison, The Sullivan
and DeSalvo farnibics keve a lawsuit pend-
img against Massschusebts investigators to
pin @ocess 1o the evidence,




